FLUATES.

Most of them are bat sparingly soluble in water ;    <&ap-1 IT.
but their properties have been but imperfectly exami-
ned.

Sf. I.'   Fluate

THIS salt is most readily procured by fusing in a pla-
tinum, crucible a mixture of fluor spar and carbonate of
potash. The mass, digested in water, yields a solution^
which, filtered and evaporated, leaves fluate of potash,
It has scarcely been examined.

According to Scheele, it does not crystallize, but
forms a gelatinous mass almost without taste, which at-
tracts moisture from the air. It dissolves readily in wa-
ter. When exposed to the lire it melts without any e-
bullitton*.

Wenzel says, that it forms crystals when free from
all admixture of siliceous earth f.

Sp.'l. Fluate of PotasJt-and-Silica.
WHEN fluoric acid is obtained by the common process
in glass vessels, it is always combined with a portion
of silica* If into this impure acid a quantity of potash,
or the carbonate, sulphate, nitrate, or muriate of that al-
kali, be dropt, a gelatinous precipitate immediately ap-
pears, which, when dried, becomes white like chalk,
and separates into small loose grains like the sand of an
'liour-glass* This powder is a combination of fluoric
acid, silicaj, and potash. Its nature wa-s first ascertained
by Scheele-

Sch&elc on Fitter, I a6.                     f Grcn's Haadkwb, I. 531.